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suffrage would be introduced on our demand.   We resolved to
fight the elections even on the present franchise.   We also
pointed out how, even under that handicap, a people's party,
all other things being equal, stood a fair chance of winning
a good number of seats.   We said that the  future of our
party   and   of   India   would   depend   on the result of the
coming elections.   For two years, we carried on propaganda
for adult suffrage, and also to prepare the party to participate
in- the elections under any circumstances.   We did not expect
the party to sweep the polk   Finally, the resolution of ths
Bombay meeting of the Central Political Council in September
1945 set a target before the party; it was a modest target.   We
believed that, if we could win a dozen seats in each province,
we should be in a position to influence the political future of
our country.   Even that small measure of success attained by
a party functioning under most unfavourable  circumstances,
under all sorts of difficulties, would have proved that it was a
factor in the country  not to be disregarded.   We held that,
in that case, British Democracy would be compelled to take
notice of it.   We failed, for reasons beyond our control.   The
election was neither fair nor free.   It was a typically fascist
election.   In the given atmosphere, no party like ours could do
any better.   Even with their emotional anti-imperialist appeal
the Communists, who moreover seemed to have plenty   of
money, also failed before the onslaught of totalitarian National-
ism.   The negative result of the election, therefore, is not the
measure of the position of our party.   I still believe that in a
free and fair election we could capture more than a dozen seats
in each province even with the  present narrow franchise, and
I also believe that such a show of strength on the part of a
democratic   party   would   have  enabled the British Labour
Government to tackle the Indian situation differently.
However, the point I want to make is that we did not tell
the party that British Democracy was like Santa Claus waiting
for the opportunity to oring us a present. Labour was in
power in Britain; if a party like ours placed itself on the political
map of India, as they see it, that party could not be neglected;
and once the Radical Democratic Party was recognised as a
factor to be contended with, it would be able to influence the